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%bile lightning starts many f o r e s t  fires, tho mat1- 1' cor.?itions favoring 

the rapid growth of f i r e s  a r e  generally of more concern t o  the S i r e  warden, Low 

r e l a t i v e  humidity, o r  dry air, i s  essent ia l  fo;. tile development of a big fores t  

fire. 

i s  above 60 per cent . ,  thnt is ,  if more than 60 per cent of tho $ossi'~lO moisture 

Studies have shown t h a t  : f C x s t  f i r e s  do not spread if t h e  re la t ive  humidity 

up and spread sliKhtly,  

f i r e s  spread beyond cont ro l .  

Rmiidity below 30 ?r cent. tendB t o  mak3 even 'srnal1 

A dry, descending wind vent i la tes  ant Cans a f i r e  and h e l m  t o  spread it, 

Such winds cormonly are present with low k ~ , ; i d i t i e s .  

east and north wids from the i n t e r i o r  are the chicf f i r e  wi.-?rls. 

westerly o r  northerljr, o r  even northeasterly winds may cacse f i r e  weather. 

large f i r e  provides i t s  own wind, as the intense heat cavses a, strong indraf t  from 

a l l  s ides .  

Sn the  Pacific coast,north- 

in the East, 

A 

Such local  f i r e  winds have sometimes been heaTy encqgh t o  overtvr'i 
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