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By Dr. Charles F. Frooks 
of Clark University. 

The usua.1 conception of a ra4..ntow i s  that it e x i s t s  as i f  pninted on a flat 

surface. 

eye. 

Snch is not the  caGe, Iiotvever, tk(:ug? i t  m a y  ngpear that may t o  the 

Looking at the rainbow the g t e e  i s  centered on Chz open end of a Cone, the 

Walls O f  which extend as fa-. back as the f, rt i iest  rai:id;.e 

separate the white l ight of .iA? sun intc. ?: ;s prie.iet3.c co; -F an?  iurn than back 

i n  the  direct ion of the observer, Pb;-;irnl?p, tb.e Fhwomenon could be roughly 

reproduced by taking seven cones of &as; - v i o l c t ,  i nd izo ,  blue, meen, yellow, 

orange and red - and telescoping them. 

would be a6 the cone of the rainbow, 

which i s  act ing t o  

Viewed- at the open end the  nested cone 

The in tens i ty  of the colors depenb upon the  s i a e  of the raildrops,  the 

la rger  t h e  drops the more b r i l l i a n t  the coloring, 

nessed i n  the dewdrop and i n  spray from fountafne or 

Tho same T'ian.ornenon is w i t -  
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