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SUDDEN LiODXUT ION 

A roracrkable feature  of t he  h t o  Decezbcr cold  spe l l  was tho sudden modus- 

ati0n.occusrizi.g 

hours. w i t h s t i l l  

ued t o  blow briskly, t h e  f r i g l d t t y  was oxpoctod t e  cc~ntiniie. 

i n  the Mortheast zftcr zcro tcnp?r-ntures hna prevailad 24 

lower tcmpcratures i n  the Middle Test, qrlipice the wilid Contin- 

But tmippcratuJ'o8 

overnight rose 10 o r  20 degp-cog# How could t h i s  h.a?p0il? 

With several inches of fluf'fy sncw Llr .ady on the ground 9 b l a s t  fron the  

north c u e  through wlthou.3 arpprcoiablo warning from tho  grouslb. 

tumbled t o  w i n t q ,  l o v o l s .  A Clem night  then dllowcd such rctdi?-tian fron the 

go tempere-tures 

snow surface that  tm-pc1q. tures fell as rmch ,cgain. But t h i s  a-ppo.rently affected 

Only a thin layer of  air ,  

day. 

mixing of sir betwoen surface and higher l o v o l s  r.ic\derdtcd tho  severo cold, 

spe l l s  commonly moderate, but though these s m c  fac&ors nay bc involvod 

are obscured by the Much more inpcr ta i t  effect  of a smthc r lg  wind. Soldon do 

Bright sunshine mamod thc air a fow dsgroos the next 

Then a f t c r  sunset a cloud shsot so provontod coolinG that tho gcner$ 

Cold 

thoy 

we have sa marked and wJdespread a r i s e  withcut a d is t r ibu t ion  of surfnco tenpor- 

a tures  t o  show i t  f i r s t ,  

Farther west where the layer of cold air had bocone nuc3 thicker the c o r d  

Spell did  not break so soon, nor  was i t  prevelltod from ponotrating the South. 
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