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nos t  of us i t  i s  shlply smethir,G we breathai sonsthing t h a t  PCIVQS the t r e e s ,  

and blows snoko. It  nlsc! provides the madiux of f l i g h t ,  and the  pressure that ' 

d r i v a s  win@Jills and s a i l i n g  ships,  and brings destruction i n  the gale, hurricane 

o r  farnado. 

Hold y~ur breath a i2onent. W h y  do you want t o  breathe air? Because you 

nust l l v o ,  and because t o  live you nust have oxygen f a r  t h o  slow combustion 

d t h i n  your body which l i b o r a t e s  heat and energy, But air i s  very irnpur~ f o r  

t h i s  purpc!se: i t  i s  only about one-fifth oxy~en.  We aro b e t t e r  off thax f i shes ,  

howcvcr, for there  i s  a nuch greater  percentage of oxy;len i n  air tlmn i n  see 

water. 
# 

It seeas ra thor  wasteful t o  v m m  up f i v e  t b o s  as :mch gas as i s  

required f o r  our well-being; we could'got along, so far as cur i m e d i a t e  

brcczthing requi rment  s m e  concerned, with s inply the oxygon port ion of the 

atnosphere. The air would be thinner,  but just 8s vi ta l iz ing .  

But  i f  the air were cnly a f r a c t i o n  of i t s  preser,t densi ty  and were of 

oxygen alone, i t  would bo t o @  t h i n  t c l  f l y  or. with prcsent a i r p l m e s ,  and too 

t h i n  t o  push windnills  round.or dr ive s!iips along CG cowl unless  they m r e  

given l n r j e r  vf~nes and sails. 

O r  clouds; mithout t h o  carbon dioxide there could bo no vegotctiqn; without the 

nitrogen there  could be ne l i f e  of the s o r t  me have on the ear th ,  

accept the  gaseous a d t i t i o n s  tc. our breathing air as noccssi t ios ,  
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Without the waber vapor thcre  would be no r a i n s  

So we nust 
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