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By Dr. Charlcs F. Brooks
of Clark Uriversity

NORTHEASTZRS FROM THE SOUTHWEST

When cne has to face o driving northeest snowstorm it is hard te Dbelieve
that the snow is not really coming from regions in that dircetion. If y?u do
not think this is trme, then the next time o northcast snowstorn be@gnm;téle—
phone at cnce to a place some miles up the wind and ﬁind cut whether or not
1t is snowing there. Or simply read the newspoper reports of the storm. The
eastern snow of January 8 to 9 was generally attended by easterly and‘northeaster-
1y gales.‘yet'the snow front progrésscd fror the southwest, snow falling in
Washington and ending there before it even started in centrzl New England, qnd
storting in New York in the evening but not till the next morning in Boston.

Before o snowstorn begins one noy see clouds noving from the west or
southwest. As these grow denser and denser the surface wind usuclly shifts to a
northeasterly direction, blowing somewhat to the right of the center of the
advancing low pressure arce thot constitutes the storm, When the cooling of the
riolst air oloft has gone f;r enough the deteils of the cleuds disappecr behind a
curtainof snow. In half an hour er more the first flakes strike the ground,
moving from the northenst row, though they ceme from o cloud observed to’be in
mngtion from the oppesite direction. ‘During lulls in o snowstorm the sun is sone-
times faintly visidble. At such tinmes occasicnal denseAmasées of cloﬁﬂ nay be seen
noving scross the sun's face from the southwest. It is this higher wind from the
southwest thet carries the storm and provides most of the snow. |
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