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It i s  the comon impression a.lorlg the  A t l a n t i c  seaboard that the Gulf - 
... 
Stream has important e f f e c t s  6n the mather. When the wind blows on-shore from.. 

an e a s t e r l y  t o  southerly direct ion f o r  some time6 bztlmy d r ,  of soft  spr ingl ike 

qual i ty ,  usual ly  reaches the shores. A numbor of such oxxqrences i n  a SeaSon 

suggest that the Gulf Stream i s  nearer or ws.rmer t h m  mxa1. 

But’there i s  another side t o  the metter. Winds are p r e h i l i n g l y  off- 

shore i n  the colder months, so the character of  these land winds will doinin,ste 

the season. Winds from the west o r  northwest are generally cool  and dry on 

Atlant ic .s lope,  a d  the stronger they are the inore pronounced m e . t h e s c  charact- 

e r i s t i c s c  More norther ly  winds now and then at tend much snowfall. 

Now, how can the Gulf Stream have anything t o  do with these wirids blowing 

toward i t ? ?  Through storms, i s  t h o  easwer. We k n o w  tohat vihc?tcver the wind i s  

i t  is blowing i n  accordwcc with tho pmticular d is t r ibu t ion  of pressure at the 

timo. 

have a fs’iquqsrt occurrence of l o w  pressuro a r e a  centered off the  coast. And 

To provide a mczxirnum of westerly t o  norther ly  winds, therofore,  we should 

, 

this  w i l l  occyir most r e a d i l y  when t h e  itm&inlsll of stonns are most abundant there,  

It i s  generally agreed tlmt the sourcos of  enorgy f o r  ocemic  storms are (1) 

abunqant heak energy la tont  i n  water vapor, c?nd (2) marked cont ras t s  i n  tw,lpera- 

t u e .  

c o n t r w t  t o  the coolness of the neighboring continent. 

Strewn favors the very winds and snows that make our eas te rn  c l i m a t o s  coolor  

The Gulf Stream supplies much water vapor, a n d - i t s  warmth i s  i n  gsat  

Thorefore, the Gulf 

than the averages f o r  t h e i r  l a t i tudes .  
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