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ATVOSPHERSS OF THE PLANETS.

Thile, of course, we think our own atmosphere is the best, the other plenets
have atmosphsrés of different kinds. The atmospheres retained by o plenet
appears to be directly dependent on its gravity and temperature. There is appar-
ently an ample source of atmospheric gases in the bodims of the planste; and the
plancts are old enough to have fairly settled atmospheres by now. As is well
known, the atmosphere of the moon, if, indeed, there is any, is too small to have
any visidble effects. The moon is sma}lar’than any of the plﬁnzts and, therefore,
its gravity is least able to hold the rapidly moving molecules of atmospheric
ga.SES. MErcgry is omall and hot, and has either a very thin atméspharz Or LONE
at all., Venus, about the size of the earth, ﬁut hotter probably, glves us EVeEry
evidence of an atmosphere like our own in extent and nearly so in deneity, thouvgh
perhaps not quite the same in composition. Venus appears densely cloud covered.
Mars, a tenth the weight of the sarth, has an atmosphere, but oneas thin as or
thinner than that of our highest mountains. While i%s gravity may not be
sufficient to hold the water vapor, nzverthzless, clouds and haziness are observed
from time to time. The atmosphere of large Jupiter is enormous and probably
composed. of all known atmo§phsric gases., Its pressurcs probably are very great
in thz lower layers. Jupiter's_appearance is one of cloud belts, dut its
atmosphere extends above the clouds,for stars approaching Jupiter becomz dinm
before they fade out behind the planet. The atmosphzres of Saturn, Uranus, and
Yeptune may be somevhat like that of the earth, though demsem, for their
gravities arzvgrE;tEr and their temperatures lower.
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