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r EPr €8 Ent ing 
lows,/ - * arEas of high and low atmosphEric PrmsurE, arE alWYs 

our WEathEr maps. SomEtimEs lows comE onto thE map from tliE paci- 

may comE down from Canada, again it nEw low may appEar, with littlE 

Warning, on thE middk of thE map. What makEs thEsE arEas of high and low prEs- 

S W E  is still 1argEly an unsolvEd problem, 

O ~ E  of thE most satisfacbory Explanations of thrcir origin is thE countEs- 

currsnt thEory. In thE tanpEratE latituda thE air is moving in genEral from 

WESt to East in a grEat whirl around thE polar rEgions. If s0mE disturbancE 

or irrEgularity of surfacE or tEmpEraturE conditions upsEts thE balacE and 

throws SomE of thE mid-latitudc moving sir poleward, this air is forcEd to go 

fastEr than thE air nEarEr thE pok and crowds into thE coldEr air. A rEturn 

CurrEnt from highEr to 1owEr latituks, rEplacing thE disturbEd air, gEts lEft 

bEhind in thE whirl. 

You h a v ~  thEn two opposing currents, a northward and a southwrd, both turn- 

ing to thE right, or away from Each OthEr, crowding thE air on thEi!: mrgins and 

strrctching or Expanding it bEtwEEn than; 

rEnts is thE nuclam of a low prEssurE arEa. 

to bE formEd. 

fErEncE comEs to thE SWE rESUlt - intErrElatEd high and low prEssurE ar~as. 
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!h rEgion bEtWEE% thE OppOSing CUT- 

And, on EithEr Bid€, highs tEnd 

If thE original thrust is from a PolEmrd dirEction thE intEr- 
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