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A DECIDEDLY MILD WINTER

Contrary to the widely published "forecasts" of a cold winter, thETE WETE
mild periods interspersed by cold ones, rather than cold alleviated by pild,
Decerber was cold only in the Middle West and South. The Northeast was modsrat;,
and the West mild, tenperatures bEing up to 10 degree above normal in the Canadien
Northwest and 6 above in southern California. January was much varner, only the
South feeling chilly. The Northwest stopped buying coal. The tempe rature aapgrt-“
urg map for February was all plus except in the heavily snow-covered Northeast,

The winter as a whole, December to February, inclusive, wae warnmer than th:

four-fifths

average OVEr IOTE thaa/ "+ of the United States and probably at least this pro-
Portion of the entire continent. The North Pacific region and Alaska were so mild
that wild guessers tried to ascribe the warmth to submarine volcanic heating. On
Parts of the central and northern plains the wintar,kavaraging up to over 12 de=
Erees above normal, was the warmest in' the 50-yzaf period over which records have
Yeen kept, |
_ Precipitation was in general above norral in tae East and below in the West,
With snowfall generally noderate to light for these three months. The North Atlan-
‘ tic region was an exception in this respect, though the virtual absence of‘snow
‘till the first of February prevented even the great quaptitiss in that month fron
1making the winter's total rmich more than ordinary. |

But winter has apparently been trying to make urs bit in March, wiich has been
fig;r?ilih20§gri§E;2§ %22:ésthough still mild in the Weot, The accurmlations of

unusual, Quebec having 54 inches on the ground and.

mich of Maine and New Brunswick over 40 inches i Merch, 8.
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