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- FORMS OF MELTING SKOW

During the gpring melting northerners have been secing smooth banks and
drifts_of'snow,transform&d into miniature : mountain regions full of peaks and
ridges. ielting exaggrrotes the inequalities in a snow surface. When the wind
is cold, the projecting points of snow or ice are kept from melting, but the
hollowsbgtwasn,_opening away from the wind, are rapidly warmed by the sun and
deepened. Often o snow bank is riddled of vertically fluted with péckzts on, the
Southeast side, looldng as if it had been gouged out with an ice creaa scoop.

Somtinmes a crust of thin plates of iéz forms on an old snow surface. These
ice plates act like panes of glass in o greenhouse. Xept cool by the wind they
do not themselves melt, but allow the sunlight tec shine through and worm and melt
the protected snow beneath. If someone brealks a hole through the ice roof, the
rslatively warr moist air rising from the 1little cavity below may condense, forp-
ing new ice crystals around the mergin of the holE.

Leaves or thin sprinklings of ashes or single sheets of paper ore likely to
Cause tbe snow uwnderneath then to nelt more rapidly and so become déprcssed below
the general surface. These things are better absorbers of the sun's heat than the
unprotsctzq white snow. If, however, you~scatt:r o thick layer of ashes on your
welk, you delay the removal of ice, for only the surface of the ashes becones
wern and the rest acts ag an insulator ghielding the cold mass from the Qun and
wind.
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