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SAP SEASON WELL ADVANCED

According to the Department of Agriculture, naple sugar nokers often lose
half their crop by not tapping carly enough. The first runs of sap, which ore
usually the sweetest and best sugar producers, nay be nissed entirely if the
Dbroducer is not on the lookout for early "sugar weather'. The sap runs bzst when
the days are growing warn, thz temperature rising above freszing, but whiiz the
Nights are still frosty, Very bright warn days start the sap with a‘rush, but the
flow soon slackens. High winds and heavy freezes also check the sap, Thus may
Come the anomaly of bruised trees heavily hung with icicles having a thin flavor
of naple syrup,

In southern sections, such as the southern Appalachians, the sugar season
OPeEns during.thz niddle or latter part of February. In Vermont and New Hanpshire
it is a month or nore later. Records of an Ohio suged carp show opening dates as
Early as February 13, and as late as March 27. The sugar season usually lasts
about o month, but moy be as short as § days or as long as 50. This year the
nild weather at the end of February gave the trees a relatively sarly start in
southern and central districts. The season has been late, however, in the deeply
sSnow covered Northeast,

(A1l righte reserved by Science Service, Inc.)

—— ot B gt S8 S S P O

SCIENCE SERVICE,
2lst and B Sus.,
Washington, D. C.



