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THE VEGETATIVE SEASON

The vegetative season usually bsgins when the daily mean temperture reaches
43 qegrees Fehrenheit, Not ti1l the daybime maxima reach 50 or 55 and the night-
Vime minima no longer go below freezing often, does vegetation aweken, A single
fTOSt;'ﬁmy later, however, kill the new growth and require a second, belated
Start. Thus the growing season for crops is coumonly eounted as thz’period bg-
tween the last Billing €r@ist in spring and the first in sutumm.

Along thekGulf and south Pgeiflc coast it is never cold enough to produce
a definite wintsf rest period: fhs vegetative season extends throughoﬁx the
Year, except wiaen interrupted by the occasionai killing frost. South of Tennessee,
CTOps can grow generally for at least 9 months. For a large part of the central
blains rzgion the growing season lasts about 7 months. In a belt including
Chicago, New York, and southern New England plents will grow during half the year,
but farther north and in the Rockies generally not more than five months of growe
ing weather is the rule. |

Unlike the South, Mr. J. B, Kincer has shown that the frostless and vegeta-
tive scasons in the North nearly coincide. The fast rate ef ascent of temperature
in spring and descent in fall bring frost and vegetative dates close together. On
clear days the range of temperature is about 20 to 25 degrees Fahrepheit, so a
frosty minimmum of Just under 32 normally goes with a mean of 43.
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