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HOW TO ESTIMATE CLOUDINESS 

SomE P E O P ~ E  arE intErEstEd i n  clouds fo r  thEir bEauty, thEir VariEty, O r  

thEir EffEct on thE br ightmss of a day. 

SkiEs; 

t h ~  manufacturer nEEds SunshinE t o  ~ C E E P  h i s  factory lightEd and hEatEd f r E E .  

But thE astronomEr wants cloudlESS 

thE mEtEorologist dEsirEs a variEty of clouds v i s i b k  at diffErEllt 1 E V E l S ;  

S6 

SomEtirnEs also in torms of dsnsity. 

Without spEcial carE it  is d i f f i cu l t  t o  gaugE tenths of SQ co'vEr* T ~ E  

C O v E r  may bE approximatEd by considEring thE sky d i v i d d  i n t o  an UppEr half and 

.a 1 0 W E r  half  by a l i n E  at an al t i tudE of 30 dEgrEES abovE thE hOriZOn. 

Of 30 dEgrEEs may bE found approximatEly'by holding VErtically at arm's 1Enf;th 

ThE 

a s t i ck  half as long a s  011~1s'arm. lf.J thE l o w E r  End o f  t h E  s t i ck  is on thE hori- 

zon, thE uppEr End will %E approximately 30 degrEEs abovE t h E  horizon. E s t i m a t E  

thE nuinbEr of f i f t h s  of thE uppEr half of thE sky CovErEd by clouds, VhEthEr thin 

Or thick, axld thE numbEr of f i f t h s  of thE l o m E r  half covErEd by ClQUdrJ. ThE SUm 

of thEsE two numbErs i s  thE numbEr of tsnths of thE sky covErEd by clouds. 

REcording sky-cowr without cloud dms i ty  is as unsatid factory as using a 

thick blaizkEt f o r  your bed covering rEgardlEss of thE tEmpEraturE, 

bE ExprEssd i n  thE following t E r m s  o r  numbtzrs; t r anspa ra t  (01, Semi-transparEnt 

(11, mEdium (position but notoatl i .aE of a n  o r  moon v i s i b k )  (2), dEnsE (position 

of sun o r  moon n o t  visible3 (31, V E r Y  dEnSE (4). 
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