
MailEd April 23,1,926 

By Dr. Charl~s I?. Brooks 
Of Clwk UnivEssity 

SPRING THE FOREST FIRE SEASON 

ThE forest  f i r E  hazard is grEatEst i n  t h E  intErmEdiatE sEasons whEn thmE is 

forEst fims, by Miss Dorothy V. N o b l ~ ,  shows that 

at various huniditihe than April o r  JWZE, and that SEptEmbEr $8 WOrSE than August 

ie dis t inc t ly  mor€ hazardaus 

a d  a l i t t l E  w o r s E  than OctobEr. 

t h E  prEsEncE of snow covEr o r  w E t  ground i n  A p r i l ,  and, t o  aomE,Ex.tEnt, i n  OctobEr, 

T h E r E  a r ~  contrasts that would bE EQECtEd from 

and from t h E  abundancs af grEEn lEavEs in JWE, July an8 August, O t h E r  tabula-, 

t ions,  by P. W. StickEl, of thE NorthEastern F o x s t  ExFrirrEnt S ta t ion ,  and &Fa 

Burr i l l ,  show that April and &y arE thE wors t  f o x s t  f i r E  months in thE north- 

EastErn region. T ~ E  low humiditiEs of last WE&, f a l l i ng  EvEn bElow 15 pEr CEntr 

a t  Washington, D.C., gave t k  firtl sEason a strong start. 

In t h E  W E s t  t h E  worst  irronths arE: somEtlmEs spring, but morE oftEn arE late 

SunmEr o r  Early autumn. O ~ E  rEa8on i s  t h E  snow covEr and anothEr i s  thc-s rathEr 

dry simEr sEason punctuatEd by "dryfl thunderotorms, FVhilE but 7 p ~ i '  cent. of 

of thE wtlstmn f i r m  a r E  duE t o  t h i s  CaUSE. 
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