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RECORIjING I\JIGHT CLOUDINESS 

An alto-stratus cloud that w i l l  1 E t  through 50 pEr cEnt. of  thE sunshin€, 

SaYS Dr .  A. Angstrom, w i l l  s top 80 t o  90 pEr cmt .  of t h E  outgoing radiatioil from 

thE Earth. 

UP than t o  hold day tErnpErLturEs down. 

Obviously, such a cloud i s  m o r E  l i kc ly  t o  kEEp night tmpEratWES 

DEsirablE though night cloudinEss rEcords a x ,  f E w  obsErvErs carE t o  stay up 

all night t o  g E t  thm, and automatic dE;vicEs haw not COmE into widEsprEad USE. 

ka thEr  BWEELU obsErvErs not€ thds charactw of sunsEt and smrisE, and ObsErvE 

thE cloudintzss at lEast at 8 p. m, and with t h E  a id  o f  o t k r  inform1 obsErva- 

L 

tions WkE an E s t i U t E  of th probkible cloudinESS through thE night. A t  thE 

cEntral officE of t h E  U.S.  WEathcr BurEau thE ClOUdlnESS is  notEd by night match- 

1nEn. 

AppnrEntly t h E  only automatic rt-cords of night ClOUdinESS mad€ i n  North 

bzrica a r E  t a k a  at  tk Blue H i l l  Obsgrvatory of t h E  Harvard Univwsity and at 

t h ~  U.S. W E a t h E r  BWEaU s ta t ion  of thE UnivErsity of Chicago. 

W E  modifiEd P i c k r i n g  PolE-Star photograpkric rEcordEr8. As t h E  Earth turns, 

t h E  Pol€-Star and o thErs  within thE f i E l d  of thE C m E r a  tram arcs  of C i r C l E S  

whik thE sky rEmains clEa,rI 

ClOsEs it b E f o r E  BUnr i sE ,  

Thrs- instrummts UsEd 

An alarm cl~oclc opEns t h E  shuttEr aftEr suns€%, and 

A similar night cloudinEss rEcordEr iS in USE at thE 

Royal Observatory, 'GrEEnwich, England. 
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