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WHAT IS THE ATMOSFHERE DOING?

This month the neteorological services of the world are undertaking to find
out vhat the atmosphere is doing, It is not that they are not always trying to
find out, but that they are making a special effort with all neans at taeir con-

- nand, The U.S. ¥Weather Bureau is making special olservations of notionsof clouds,
Espeeially the high cirrus, this nonth, and the neteorological Ikites are being kept
in theiairmiore than usuai. Pilot balloons for direction and velocity of the wind
Up to o considerable height afa being released three tines daily instead of the
usual two at some 30 stations of the weather Buremu and Signal Corps. An airplone
of the U. S. Navy is taking part by raking daily observations to heights of 2 or

3 miles, The Mexican Government is also employing airplones for this purpose this
Donth, and releasing many pilot balloons,  For the high atmosphere the sounding
balloons alone can glve adequate informatibn.

Ah egpecial concsntration of effort was nmade May 7 and 8,. and throughout
lagt week, kites being kept in the air so for as possible day and night at our
five xite stations, and sounding balloons being sent up twice or three times daily.

An enormovss body of data is being collected the world over, for the longest
Consecutive period ever before attempted. Each continental official designated by
the International Cormission for the Exploration of the Upper Air will be respon-
8ible for surmarizing the observations for his continent up to 8 or 10 kiloneters..
The cormission will then take these swnaries and all the original data, fit them
t°€sthsr, work out the cmditions of the ﬁigh atriosphere, and , we hope, publish
Conclusions of great interest,
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