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LOCAL INDICATIOB'OF-RAIN 

If mcatiicr forecasts and mps arft not almI&hb&e, ono must depend on the in te r -  

Pretatlanof local signs and his o m  cxporienco in concludirg wliothor a s torn  is  

approaching. Certain points aro oasy t o  remubor: that increasing cloudiness 

Precedes rain; shiftinG ainds cause a chango in  the mathor ,  southorly aiuds bring-' 

ing warimr and ne t tor ,  m d  northerly OMS c o o l o r  and drier  conditions, whils north-"' 

Qaster ly  winds nark tho boginning o f  a long storn and southmostorly onos i ts  ap- 

Proaching end. 

A l l  those observations cas  bo nado without instrwvnts .  A baror~oter, howvor, 

Should improve our hone-mde forocasts. 

and ttlomst;! Ltra well rmrkod and novo rapidly, tho baromtor reading is  north noting.. 

In minter, par t icular ly ,  whon %ighStl 

A t  ma levo1 tho baronotor usually stands at about 30.1 or 30.2 inches during 

8 S tab 1 ishod fair noathur 

A s  a stom approachos the baroneter f a l l s ,  at a quickoning r a t o ,  p r h p s  t o  

29.7 6r 29.6. A f t o r  the coilfor of thotllowtt passes, tho baromtor riaos again. How- 

ever, i t  i s  well t o  runaabor that th3 actual hoight of the baromtor in winter af- 

fords l i t t l o  indication of tho chances of rain and that even chango i n  prosswe 

b o a  not give an accurato formast. Tho groatcr tho prossuro change, tho greater 

i s  tim likalihood of ra in  o r  mov, hotvovor. In the upper Mississippi Valley E& 

rapid f a l l  of the barometer is  folloved by ntasurable precipitation i n  wintor less 

than ono-third of tha ti-, but by f lu r r io s  of' snow o r  traces of *sin about two- 

t:lirds of the tino. 
Quato s t a t i s t i c a l  studies of t h i s  question have not yet bean nab.. 

Nearer the coast the chances a re  probably be t te r ,  thou& adec 
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