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" 7 LOCAL INDICATION OF RAIN

If weather forccasts and rops are not a¥allable, one rmust depend on the inter~
Pretationof local signs and his own experience in concluding whether a storn is
approaching. Certain points are easy to remember: that increasing cloudiness
Precedes rain; shifting winds cause a change in the weather, southerly winds bring-
ing warmer and wetter, and northerly ones coolor and drier conditions, wvhilc north-"
Gasterly winds mark the beginning of a long storn and southwesterly onos its ap-
Pfoaching end.

All these observations cam be nmado without instrurents, 4 barometer, howsvor,:
should improve our home-made forscasts. In winter, particularly, when "highs"‘
and "lows" are well marked and move rapidly,. the barometer reading is worth noting.-
At aea level the barorctor usually standé at about 30.1 or 30.3 inches during
established fair woathur,

. As a storm approachos the barometer falls, at a quickoning rate, perhaps to
29,7 6r 29,6, After the cemter of tho"low" passas, the barometer rises again. How-
ever, it is well to remember that the actual hoight of the barometer in winter af-
fords little indication of the chances of‘rain and that even chango in prossure:
doos not give an accurato forocast. The greater the pressure change, the greater:
is the 1ikelihood of réin or snow, howover. In the upper Mississippi Valley @&
rapid fall of the barometer is followed by measurable precipitation in winter less
then ono~-third of the time, but by flurries of snow or traces of fain about two-
thirds of the time. Nearer the coast the chances are probably better, though ade-

Quate statistical studies of this question have not yet becn made,-
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