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OIL DISASmRS BY LIGIITNZNG 

The g r e a t  o i l  f i r e s  near  san  Luis Obispo and Brea e a r l y  i n  Apri l ,  and a t  

Bakersf ie ld ,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  l a t e  i n  the month were s e t  by l ightning, ,  A t  Bakers f ie ld  

there  was such a downpour of  r a i n  t h a t  thepro tec t ing  embankments about t h e  o i l  

tanks were g u l l i e d  through and the  whole d i s t r i c t  made s o  muddy t h a t  automobiles 

and men could no t  ge t  at the  f i r e .  

weather  for Califor@.a, and, indeed, it i s  seldom expe,rionced i n  t h i s  severity, ,  

cording t o  Alexander, thunders toras  occvrred i n  Apr i l  .at San L h f s  ObLspo t o  tho 

number of on ly  3 i n  20 yea r s ,  and at Fresno ( t h e  nea res t  Weathey Bukeau s t a t i o n  t o  

Bakersf ie ld)  16  times. 

f irst  ones came with two in tense  cyclones. 

This does no t  sound l i k e  t h e  r i g h t  kind Of 

AI)- 

This Apr i l  t he re  were 5 t o  10 times the average number. The 

The wetness of  the ground t h e r e a f t e r  

Provided the atmosphere with abundant uapor, and l o c a l  thunderstomg followed.. 

in t he  month the re  was a p a r t i c u l a r l y  hot  s p e l l ,  the  temperatures i n  Fresno running 

Late 

o r  over for 5 consecutive days, and once reaching 98, Cold air  a l o f t  under 

such condi t ions  produces the  g r e a t  overturnings t h a t  make thunderstorms, 

The proper ty  l o s s  of  upwards of 20 mil l ion  d o l l a r s  i n  these  f i res  e s t a b l i s h e s  

a new record f o r  l i gh tn ing  damage t o  s t r u c t u r e s ,  A study by Covert of  l i g h t n i n g  

damage i n  the  United S t a t e s  f o r  191571922 r evea l s  the  f a c t  tha t  the l o s s e s  from 

these l i gh tn ing  f i r e s  i n  Ca l i fo rn ia  i n  Apr i l ,  1926, were double the  average annual 

loss f o r  the e n t i r e  United S t a t e s .  

during tho p a s t  t e n  o r  a dozen yea r s  now exceed those of I l l i n o i s  and T e ~ a f 3 ~  combined, 

heretofore  the  top-notchers,  

It appears t h a t  California’s )osses  by l i gh tn ing  
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