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OCEAN TEMPERATURES AND RAINFALL

It is casy to say that warn ocean wators favor hegwy rainfall, but it is dif-
ficult to prove this true for all cases. Nobody questions that a pronounced develop-
ment of "El Nino" attends a period of dowmpours. "El Nino" (the Child), so pamed
because it usually coresabout Christmas time, is the occasional warm current that
flows southward along the coast of Peru and northern Chile, taking the place of
the cold waters of the upwelling, landward border of the Huriboldt Current. The last
Pronounced occurrence of this warm current, with its attondant, locally housc-dis-
Solving and flooding rainfall, was carly in 1925. Noarly a year later, in December,
1925, hoavy showers in tho north moda Peruvians apprehensive, but early'this year
the usual aridity prevailcd. Possibly the samc sort of warm curront was rusponsible
for such flooding rains as foll oarly this year in southwestern Mexico, normally
dry at that tine.

There is an upwelling of cold water on the landward margin of the California
Curront alcng the coast of southern California, corregsponding to that occurring in
the Humboldt Curront., Tho past winter and spring, howover, has boon one of apparent-
1y less upwelling, for along the coast the touperatures have boen much above nornmal,
At the Séripps Institution for Oceanography -the sva terperaturc from February 1 to
April 15, 1926 averaged 62,5 dogrovs Fahrenheit, nearly 5 degrecs above the average
for the same suasoﬁ of thu past tun years, and nore than 3 dogroos warmer than the
highost knowm for this period,

Coincidently, if not in conséquence, thﬁ,air tenporatures noarby avoraged the
highest on record for tho scason, AlBe:thurc have boon record-breaking rains, accom-

Panying lows of unusual nuriber and intensity.
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