
Sob1 fertility is usually inversely proportional to the sumor, rainfall, Dr. 

Roland M. Haper ha0 shown that thd gonoral axpondituro for fsrtilizor bears a 

close relation to the avorage ratafall of the warm half yoac, Thu southoastorn 

statds havc to spnd tho most for the chomical replbnfshmont of tha soil, approntly 

becauaa tho suporabundant w a r m  rains t o o  roadily Lach tho soil of tho soluble 

mineral matter that I s  essential for crops. 

dominant factor in cotton yiolds in much of tho Sb€h tho yiold of cotton por acP0 

&on before the boll WQaVil bocane a 

Was gonora].ly greater nest than east Qf the Mississippi, 

b m n  dus partly to different mothods of 

h i l a  this IlIW ham 

farming or to tho diroct effects of tho 

weathar, tho contrast is in accord with what would bu'expoctod as a rmilt of in- 

creasing soil fertility with docreasing rainfall westvard; 

It is proverbial in tho South that certain aonthor, most damaging while it 

laSts, m y  , in the l o n g  run, bo morq boneficial than It was harmful. Sovoro 60ld 

e m l l s  in mintar are commonly referred to in thoso turns, not only because of the 

destruction of insoct life, but also bmcauso of tho heaving and pulvorizatioil Of 

tho 8651 by tho oxpangive offoct of freezing. Since tho ht;avy rainfall of 8wmm 

aPPears to %G largely rosponsibls f o r  tho loachod oondition of thr, sauthuastorn 

soils, tho occwrenco of a drought * m y  bo oxpoctod to incroaso tho fortility, 

bY allowing mineral decay to get Ethoad of tho laaching* 

aftermath of tfio sowre drought of last swimor. 

has romrkod on tho oxtraordinarily rank growth of nobds this spring, approntlY 

attri%utaBlo to last sy~irmer*s accumulation of soluble salts undor the oxcoptionally 

ho t  and drr conditions. 

Such appoara to bt.i an 

In northorn Florida Dr. Narper 
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