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COOL-VAP& INSTABILITY 

A mtrkod cool wave, cloudbursts i n  Louiuiana and Texas, waterspout on the north 

coast  of Cuba, and panic-making hail  i n  Porto R&co - a l l  i n  the s m e  week: did they 

just hayxm at about tho s a e  timo, or was tliero any common basis f o r  this se t  of 

extraordinary weather with extreme manifestations at widely separated places? 

t h i s  par t icu lar  ca8e was that of  the f i r s t  week i n  Nay , 1926, i t  i s  clwracter is t ic  

of happenings i n  May and ear ly  June, when the last onslaughts o f  tho co ld  soason aro 

iveakening undor tho increasing power of  the sun. 

Fphile 

When a largo mass of cool air comes out of the northweat;’ and north i t  can mine, 

t a in  i t s  coolness t i l l  reaching the South, 

SUMizarmed g o u n d  i t s  ch i l l iness  in’the lower lovols has boen prot tg  well removed. 

one, two, o r  aore mites up, howevor, the air cannot gain heat SO quiclclp, and i t  is 

taking l o s s  time t o  reach warmer l a t i t udes  than the f r i c t iona l ly  hindered lower air. 

But a f t e r  a thousand m i l u s  of trawl over 

’bus i t  re ta ins  i t a  heaviness over our  sub-tropical shores and well in to  tile tropics, 

The lower air ,  warmed and ronderod l igh tor  by the oxpansion that  resu l t s  from heating, 

bocomos unstable undor tlio advancing cold air abovo, and ovorturningu, 1ocal.I.y of an 

intenso nature, take placo. 

I n  tho recent example, a great b o w  of cold air ontored southorn Cmada and the 
northorn in te r ior  of  the United S t a t e s  May 1 and 2 and quickly spread t o  the lotvor 
ldiSsissip;,si Valley and Gulf Coast by the 3rd. 
Orloans 011 tgo 2nd and 3rd. %TO days Later other heavy f a l l s  accurrod i n  eastern 
lexa8, 
of a violent hailatom and flooding r a in  tlw night of th@ 6th,  and froia l.htamas, 
Cuba, of a damf;ing waterspout tho following Bvening, 

Over 9 inclios of ra in  fell at New 
,* 

n On the eastern front of the cold invasion cane G report from San Juan, P.R., 
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