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CUMULUS LIl4ITmI 

Fine cumulus clouds forming on a cool s m e r ) s  morning when there i s  a 

northerly wind, send t h e i r  cottony heads upward as if: there '-'ere nothi% t o  hinder. 

But Soon the i r  form begins t o  change, Above a prominently r i s ing  cloud ped: a disc- 

lXke cloud f o r m ,  grows denser and soon forms a cap on the r i s ing  mass. 

c w l u s  head continue upward irresista 'bly and make B. shower? 

more than @ing an upward dent intbe cap, begins t o  spread, mushroom-like. 

W i l l  the 

No, i t s  top ,  l i t t l e  

Largo downward founded forms appear as the excess cloud matter spreads and 

Before long the upward feeding, central  column begins to  disintegrate,  and 

there i s  only the upper widespread cloud disc  l e f t ,  Other cloud discs  have 

al%fOrMed, and no& the sky is nearly covered, leaving only i r regular  holes bere 

and there betmeen the interfer ing o r  i r regular ly  overlapping sheets of b U I ? Y  s t ra tom 

c ~ U l ~  and alto-cumulus clouds. ' 

Observations have shown that the air becomes much warmer at the spreading 

height. Above t h i s  ce i l ing  t h o  general 

air is  more buoyant than the r i s ing  air f r o m  below, and s o  the ascent of the CuMu'L'uS 

clOUdx must stop. Thougli a sunny day becomes a cloudy one, the ce i l i ng  Pi-events the 

Rere is the top of the cool  current of air. 

o f  intense l'ocal showers, Concentrated conveation, l i ke  concentrated 

e f f o r t ,  produces the most str iking results. 
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