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A BLIND ALLEY FOR LO% 

Accustomea as we a re  t o  the r g t h e r  smooth progress  of weather from west t o  

e a s t ,  it i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  even i f  d i sconcer t ing  t o  the  l o c a l  f o r e c a s t e r ,  t o  no te  the  

occasional formation o f  a b l i n d  a l l e y  f o r  lows. 

tendency f o r  low pressure  a r e a s  t o  ge t  s tuck i n  a b l i n d  a l l e y  i n  the nor thern  M i d m  

west. 

This spr ing  t h e r e  was an UnCOImlOn 

It i s  wel l  known t h a t  t h e  general  winds a t  he igh t s  of  two t o  f i v e  mi les  o r  

more tend  t o  blow p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  boundaries between widespread a r e a s  of h igher  and 

lower temperature. 

t u re  grad ien t  from h o t  t o  cold. I n  o t h e r  words, s i n c e  it i s  usua l ly  co lde r  i n  the  * 

North than  i n  the  south ,  t he  general  wind6 come from the  west. And, of course ,  

with these  winds d r i f t s  t he  procession o f  highs and lows t h a t  a t t end  our  f requent  

weather changes . 

I n  t h i s  hemisphere, t he  d i r e c t i o n  i s  t o  the  r i g h t  of the  tempera- 

I 

When coldness  over the  western p l a t eaus  and warmness over t h e  p l a i n s  t u r n s  the 

temperature g rad ien t  from i t s  normal d i r e c t i o n ,  midwestern lows tend northward r a t h e r  

than eastward. 

the  general  t r e n d  o f  the  winds t u r n s  from southwest t o  northw@sC, &$@about the  Miss- 

i s s i p p i  River.  

reach t h e  headwaters of t he  Miss i sb ippi  only t o  f%nd i t s e l f  i n  a b l i n d  a l l e y  where 

i t  must e i t h e r  d i e  f o r  lack  of sus t a in ing  warmth and moisture ,  o r  nea r ly  t u r n  about 
and f i g h t  i t s  way over a long b a t t l e  l i n e  t o  the  sou theas t ,  whence it can make i t s  
way northvastward over t h e  At lan t ic .  The southern p l a i n s  and Gulf coast and t h e  
south At l an t i c  coast g e t  good rains, the  c e n t r a l  ana northern p l a i n s  s e t t l e d ,  d ry ,  
w a r m  weather and the  no r theas t e rn  and e a s t e r n  i n t e r i o r  s e t t l e d  dry ,  cool  weathere 

When, a t  the  same t ime,  c h i l l y  condi t ions  p reva i l  over  the  no r theas t ,  

S I  

So a low moving northward o r  northeastwards over the p l a i n s  may 
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