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I N S U R I N G  AGAINST F,OREST FIRES 

In  these  days of insurance f o r  anything,  it would seom a simple ma t t e r  t o  in- 

6UrQ oneself  aga ins t  loss of  s tanding o r  c u t  t imber i n  a fo re s t .  But suppose YOU 

were t h e  insurance man: 

i n  case  of a f i r e ?  On Apr i l  1 t h i s  year ,  when the gnanlid was covared with snow 

i n  a mid-westorn s t a t e ,  agonts  of some insurance companies accepted woods r i s k  of 

under what circumstances would you assume ano the r ' s  risk 

seve ra l  hundred thousand d o l l a r s ,  bu t  i n  about two weeks t h e  companies cance l led  

the insurance ,  and would in su re  the  logs f o r  only about o n e l t h i r d  the amount a t  

more than  twice the r a t e  of premium previous ly  arranged. Tho hot  d ry  wind of Apr i l  

21 s o  scared insurance men t h a t  an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  #5OO,fiOO of insuranco on c u t  

l ogs  i n  Ponnsylvania was sca l ed  down t o  $65,0001 ' That t h e  insurance men would 

have beon wiso i n  r e f u s i n g  it a l t o g e t h e r  was shown by a f i r e  on May 18 t h a t  burnod 

Up moro than $200,000 worth of  l o g s ,  

Rates  and s i z e s  of r isks  should ev iden t ly  vary  with the  na tu re  of  tho  f i r o  

6eason, FurthermOrQ, s ince  adgquate insurance i s  not  aVallablo, owners of  l a r g e  

forest p r o p e r t i e s  shouild take  s tops  t o  p e r f e c t  the use of f i re -weathor  warnings i n  

the East, Western lumbermen and the Weather Buroau a r e  working hand-in-glove f o r  

t he  proserva t ion  of tho g roa t  f o r o s t s  t h e r e ,  

b l e  i n  the  East, and it w i l l  t ake  only s o  much time t o  be developed as i s  r equ i r ed  
f o r  insurance men and lumber and o the r  f o r e s t  products companies t o  a w k e n  t o  the  
p o s b i b i l i t i e s  of f i r e  p ro tec t ion  when o f f o r t s  a r e  concentrated on tho dangerous 
days,  which the  Woather Bureau and o t h e r s  have shown aan be f o r e c a s t ,  

The same s o r t  of coopera t ion  i s  feas i -  
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