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SUMMER FROST
Summer frost is not an uncommdn‘phenomonon in the northern United States and
Canada ~ in moist depressions, whore there is a fairly dense cover of low vegetatdon,
Tha farther north and thehigher the elevation the'more commonly freczing temperafureé
occur in such low spots. The cranberry bdg may be used for illustration. such a |
bog, ip its natural sfato, qanno£ gef very wérm by day, boéaﬁee offthe‘abundénoe of
water available for evaporafion fromrthe plénts; It‘is, in this respect, quite
different from a dusty road orfdry rock, Howéver, evenlif durihg e hbt wind it shoul¢
have a temperature as high as that over dry open cﬁuntry it cannot store much hcat.
The mat of vegetation is a poor condﬁctor of heat, .A good conductor, like a dry
rock, or even an asphalt pavemeni, on the other'hand, stores a considerablo quantity
of heat on a.bright day. |
Three fectors fﬁvor frostiness in a bog. Pirst, the tomperature sterts down
from a lower point; second, there is littie stofod heat to offsét the fall in teom=
peraturé after sunset, and third,, the conductivity dr the vegetation and its enclosed
alr is so small that a relﬁtively small radiation of hoat from the exposed surfaces
Will roduce the tomperature. | |
Sanding and draining a cranberry bog greatly hinders the nocturnal fall in teme
Perature by favoring more heat absorption by day.‘ Removing the natural mat or.végata-
t;on and planting crops in open formafion has a corraéponding effect, This is why
frosty lowlands when put‘to crope cease to be so frosty, |
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