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COAST FOGS

The coast of Maine and tho coast of California are the foggiest two rogions
of the United States, and in both places the fogs como mostly in summor. Tho
fogglness of the Maine coast is typical of thoso of tho Maritimo Provincos, Now=
‘foundland and Labrador. On both the Maine and California coasts tho wator along
thd shorc is rmch coldor than the water 100 miles or. so out to soca. In tho
Atlantic, the Gulf Stroam is rosponsible for this warm water out from shore; in the
Pacific, the Japan Current Drift. |

On hot surmor days, the air over tho land is heated and expanded, and overflows
abovo onto tho ocean. This starts a return flow at the surface, known as the soa
breeze. The hottor the intorior, the stronger the sea-broeze bucomes, If the |
onshore wind wero ohly a daytime phenomonon of this sort from but a short distance
out to sca there would be little coastal fogginoss. The intoribr of California,
howsver, in mid-surmer is so much hotter day and night than the chilly coastal
waters that the sca brecze becomes a continuous wind and comes from some 50 or
nore miles out to sea, Along tho coast of Maino there is tho same sort of ﬁind.
but much loss strongly dovelopod because the intorior dous not got so hot.' Passing
lows, howevor, meke up for this and fairly often draw air from sonc distance south
across thu cold waters and onto the coast of Maino. |

The wind off tho rolatively warm ococan is of modorate tomporature and woll
supplicd with vapor. As it crossos the bolt of cold wator noar shore it is readily
chillod to tho dowpdint and bocomes foggy. The fog is carried a short distance

beyond the shorc, but soon evaporates as it warms on traveling inland.
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