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FORECASTING STATIC AND FADING

The Weather Bureau has bdeen rapeatediy asked to make forecasts of the favor=
ableness of conditions for radio reception. Th&ugh some statements can be made at
times, the Bureau docs not at present dsem such forécaéts regulafly practicable., ‘In
vthe first place, although weather is undoubtedly a féctor in the production of staﬁié.
it is not the only element involvéd, and porhaps not the principal consideration in »
all cases. The weather factor in fading is still less underéthod, Statistical in- ;
Vestigations based on personal impressions h@ve been made by Prof. Van‘Cleef,of
Ohio, and arc now being conducted at Rochuster, N.Y. Precisv measuroments of the
intensity of signals in ré&étion_to the weather-map siﬁuati@n have been made by Prof,
Jensen, of the University of Nebraska, As the raesults do not agrec very closely,
furthor studics are ruQuired,

It appcars thatvconditions are worst for popular radio reception whon thunder-
storms arc in the neighbofhood. The effect in the radio is ;nalogous to listening
to a fine concert to ths accompaniment Qf numserous members of the aﬁdionce loudly
coughing and clearing their throats every fow geconds. Reception is generally best
When both broadcasting station and rsceiving set are ﬁn tho same arsa of high
Pressure, Good feception may take place with tranémiséion from a high pressure area
into an adjoining low or vice-versa, but not from one high across a low to another
high, Fading is likely to cause more troublo at night than by day, porhaps, in
paft, because the atmosphore is less well mixed when the sun is not shininge
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