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DOG-DAYS 

Those who have been i n  Rome dur ing  t h e  per iod  of Ju ly  and tho f irst  h a l f  of  

August can apprec ia te  what must be the  discomforts  of EL dog With h i s  h a i r  011, no 

chance t o  pe r sp i r e  (a dog can ' t  except on tho  elid of h i s  n o s o ) ,  and i n s u f f i c i e n t  watol-  

to dr ink  i n  t h i s  v i r t u a l l y  r a i n l e s s  per iod ,  v i t h  its remorseloss sunshino. 

dOS Would eves nced a muzzle it would bo at %liis tinie of the  yoar  i n  R o m e ~ s  climate. 

Tho Romans not ico& t h a t  t h i s  per iod  of g r o a t e s t  hea t  began about  the  time when 

CLulicula, the  L i t t l e  Dog S t a r ,  rose w i t h  tho  sun, and elided when i t  s o t  with t h e  sun, 

It was thought t h a t  thore  must bo Borne ConnoC- 

If a 

d a t e s  b o i n g  July 3 and Aucust 11. 

t ion botwoon the  two astronomical phenomena. But now those evonts happen some 

woeks l a t e r ,  while t ho  g r e a t o s t  hea t  s t i l l  occurE, on tho  avorago, i n  J u l y  and the  

f irst  half  of  August. 

From Rome the not ion  of t h e  Dog-days sproad over western Europo and, with 

i tmigrants ,  t o  America. 

t ho  h o l i a c a l  r i s i n g  and s o t t i n g  of  Canicula, tho Dopdays s t i l l  r e t a i n  t h o i r  placo 

i n  popular par lance ,  and tho h o t t o s t ,  muggiest days of July,  August and o w n  e a r l y  

Although the  per iod no l o n g o r  holds  any connoction with 

Scptcmbcr are sur0 t o  bo narkcd by G O ~ C  roforonce t o  "Dog-days", 

When thc  vmathor rominds you of Dog-days and you arc  t r y i n g  t o  koop cool  by 

reducing your c lo th ing ,  u s ing  e l e c t r i c  fans, and going ba th ing ,  romoinbor your dog, 

rodwing h i s  r a t i o n s  and give him p len ty  of vrator t o  dr ink ,  

( A l l  r i g h t s  rosorvod by Scionco Servico,  Inca)  
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