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DOG=DAYS

Those who have been in Rome during the period of July and the first half of
August can appreciate what must be the discomforts of a dog with his halir on, no
Chance to perspire (a dog can't oxcept on tho end of his nose), and insufficicnt water
to drink in this virtually rainleés period, with its remorseloss sunshine. If a
dog would cver need a muzzle it would be at this time of the year in Romels climatoc.
The Romans noticed thatlthis,period of groatest heat began about the time when
Canicula; the Little Dog Star, rose with the sun, and onded when it set with the sui,
the dates being July 3 and Auéust 11. It was thought that thore must be some connecw
tion between the two astronomical phenomena. But now these events happen some
Weeks later, while the greatest heat still occurs, on thoe average, in July and tho
first half of August.

From Rome the nétion of the Dég-days sproad over western Burope and, with
immigrants, to America. Although the periéd no longor holds any conncction with
tho heliacal rising and setting of Canicula, the Dogedays 5till retain their place
in popular parlence, and tho hottest, muggiest days of July, August and even early
‘Septembor are surc to be marked by some roforonce to "Dogwdays".

Whon the weather rominds you of Dogedays and you aroytrying to koep cool by
reducing your clothing, using electric fans, and going bathing, remember your dog,
reducing his rations and give him plenty of wator to drink,
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