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SLANTING RAIN

When thore is a cloud from which rain is falling, does the rain rcaching the

ground cover a strip as wide as the cloud? It is not likely to, for rain is usually
the rcsult‘of air rising vhon winds convorgo. Thus tho inblowing wind will carry
‘the raindrops slightly toward the centor of the storm,‘ thersby reducing taw arca
Over which rain will fall.

The spreading of uﬁward currents of air in the upper portions of rain clouds
increases the area of cloud from which rain ray be falling without at the same time
Nocessarily increasing the arca over which it reachos the ground. ~For the l;ght
drippings from the outer portions of cloud have fanthor to drop through the air and
& groatur chance to evaporate. Furthermore, fhe air through which thosc drops rmust
8 is drior thon that nearer the rain center, Thus the arca of cloud from which
rain may bo falling at ono time may be conéidorably larger than that on the carth
Wwhere rain reaches the ground.:

In local showers, there is a counter tendency. 'The.rain streaks flare out at
the botton in accordance with the outblowing squall wind. But this sproading below
involvos o hoight which is small in proportion to the distanco from the niddle
Portions of the raip cloud to-the ground. Thorufore, even in such showers the area
Over which rain falls is likely to be*appreciably loss than that of ﬁhe faining
clong,

An interesting result of this tendency for rainfall to occur on & LOre re-
Strictod arca than that of the cloud is the greator concentration of rainfall., Iﬁ

heavy shovers this concentration by inblowing wind actioﬁ ray be responsiblo for

short dowmpours of exceedingly groat intensity.
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