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AURORAS AND COOL WEATHER

During the present period of nunerous sunspots wo are boing trested acain after
an interval of 5 or 6 yoars, to an abundance of auroral displays. These lights, high
in the sky, arc visiblo only when it is not cloudy, and are distinct only when the
air is rocasonably clear. The best displays are to be scen usually only on sparkding-
1y cleanr nights, whon archos and streamors can bo sven clearly for distances ex-
Ceoding 150 or 200 niles. Sinco tho aurora is not a noisy phenomenon its presence
is not likely to be noticed unless it is readily visible; hero is an added reason for
associating auroras with clear weather.

It is a cormon saying that an auroral display indicatus a cool wavo. This is
true in ao far as thesight of the aurora is contingent on thoe sky and air in a
northerly.direction being cloar onough. Such clarity is usually found only with
northarly uindi, which, of course, are either ushering in a cooler apell of weather
or have been attending onae If tho weathor is alruady cool no one expects a cool
Wwave on top of the existihg coolness. If, however, it has just beon worm and cloudy,
énd the slky is clearing, an obsorvation of an guroral display is quickly added to
the othor indications favoring colder woather. As an independent prognostic an obb-
servation,of an aurora.is apperontly of no value for indicating a cool wave at
the point of obscrvation, for the auroras occur sirmltaneously over a wide stretch
of longitudp, e¢von over large portions of both homispherocs.

To tho presont time, no clear indication of any cause and effect connection
has boen ustablished betweon tho aurora and any foature of the weather,
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