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t WHY TKE WEATHER 0 Mailed Ju ly  8, 1926 

By Drb Charles  F. Brooks 
of  C l a r k  Univers i ty  

TI33 SUXJIvER OF 1927 

June of 1926 did n o t  have the  k i l l i n g  f r o s t s  o r  snows of  June, 1816, i n  

no r theas t e rn  North America, n e i t h e r  can t h i s  summer, t h e r e f o r e ,  be l i k e  t h a t  summer 

O f  "Eighteen-hundred-and-frozento-death." How about next  summer1 Logical ly ,  we 

turn t o  p a s t  records  if we wish t o  pee r  i n t o  the fukure.  We have learned  t h a t  i n  

tho Course of 50 o r  100 years  about  a l l  the  kinds of weather and abnormal i t ies  o f  

* s a ~ o n s  l i k e l y  t o  occur  i n  a r eg ion  a r e  experienced, Instrumental  reoords go back 

more than 100 yea r s  a t  sove ra l  p l a c e s  i n  the no r theas t e rn  q u a r t e r  of North Amerioa 

and f o r  n e a r l y  150 yea r s  a t  some poin ts .  Chronicles o f  t h e  e a r l y  set t lsrs  give u s  

I n J a l l  t h i s  pe r iod  o f  300 years  t he re  has  been But one 8umm0rl t h a t  o f  1816, n i d e l y  

Enowy o r  f r o s t y  i n  every month i n  tho region'  6011th~ roughly,  t o  the Ohio and 

Potomac r i v e r s ,  

*Umliier months s ince  1810 a8 co ld  as any i n  t h a t  year ,  b u t  t h a t  i n  none have thsrtxe 

ldilhan has  shown t h a t  a t  Williamstown, Masset thore  have l ~ 3 e n  

such co ld  months as occurred i n  1816 come in tho same summer. Our c l imato logica l  

record then Would l e a d  u s  t o  expect  Ita year  without a summortf i n  these  l a t i t u d e s  

n o t  o f ten& than  pn average o f  once i n  more than  300 y o a s ,  

The c i r c u m s t a n c ~ s  surrounding theone occurrenm o f  which we know included a 
cold per iod  of years ,  a severe volcanic  e rup t ion  i n  A p r i l  of the  preceding Y e w  
throwing a g r e a t  d u s t  v e i l  around the  earth,  cons iderable  solar a c t i v i t y  as shotm 
by numerous sunspots ,  and e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  ice-free condi t ions  i n  the  nor thoas te rn  
A t l a n t i c ,  
such an outs tanding  3old season here .  

Apparently a combination of  all these  was necessary  Par  t h e  production Of 

How about  tho prosen t?  Wo a r e  i n  a warm period of years and no greaL duet  
GWption has  occurred, But  sunspots a r e  numerous, and, of courso,  an ico-free Con- 
d i t i o n  far nor th  i n  t h e  Spi tzbergen r eg ion  may develop6 But sunspots become numer- 
O u B  on t h e  average about  every e leven  yea r s ,  and t h e i c e  about B p i t z b e r g ~ n  $6 always 
varying, 
"sUmmerlessH yea r  i n  1927 seem h i g h l y  impo%dbl@q 

Thepresent s i t u a t f o n ,  therefore, comparing i t  with t h a t  i n  1816 makos a 
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