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IRREGULAR PATTER OF RAIN -- 
While most  of u s  do  no t  follow Mark Twain i n  i n s t a l l i n g  a t i n  roof over our  

bedrooms t h a t  we may en'joy the  p a t t e r  of r a i n ,  never tholess ,  we can hear  i t  and 

no t i ce  t h a t  when r a i n  p a t t o r s  on t h e  roof i t  i s  no t  always a regular drone@ I n  a 

thundershomter i t  j.6 dec idedly  var ied.  During a s t eady  r a i n  i n  a v i r t u a l  calm tho 

sound is most r e g u l a r ,  f o r  then  t h e  rain-making procossos are  un in te r rup ted ly  a t  

work and r a in -d ive r t ing  gus t s  a r e  absent .  In  a thundershower , however, eSPeCiallY 

at i t s  onse t ,  what might be c a l l e d  the  re loaso  o f  ra in-drops from the  Upmoving 

wind i s  more o r  l e66  patchy, and the  i r r e g u l a r  gus t s  of tho  squall wind tend t o  

the  f a l l i n g  drops on t h e  g u s t  f r o n t s ,  where the wind i s  inCr@aSing i n  

ve 10 c i t y  . 
When r a i n  $3 I f f a l l i n g  i n  shee ts"  t h i s  e f f e c t  i s  very  apparent  i n  the marching 

streaks of descending ra indrops ,  

these gray s t r eaks .  

viewed from a d i s t ance  of some miles', 

Sometimes one may look up some d i s t ance  and see 

In  f a c t ,  t hey  a re  impressive i n  t h e i r  major f e a t u r e s  when 

t t F a l l s t r e i f e n , l l  o r  f a l l  streaks as the  Germans have c a l l e d  such an appearance 

Of a d is tan t  shower whether reaching  t h e  e a r t h  o r  n o t ,  i s  a good d e s c r i p t i v e  term 

tho equiva len t  of which has n o t  y e t  en tered  American meteorological  l i t e r a t u r e .  A 

d i s t a n t  shower can be seen t o  be made up of  a v a r i e t y  of concent ra t ions  of f a l l i n g  
r a i n ,  each narrow s t r eak  having a long v e r t i c a l  e x t e n t  owing t o  continued emissions 
from sources  of  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e n s i t i e s  o f  r a i n  formation. Theso lines a r c  sometimes 
turned t h i s  way o r  t h a t  by d ive r se  winds a t  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s .  
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