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WET PAVEmNTS 

When r a i n  falls  t h e  pavements under t r e e s  may s t a y  d r y  f o r  an appreciable  per iod  

and then begin t o  g e t  wet from t h e  d r ipp ings  while t he  uncovered pavement i s  s t a r t i n g  

to dry. 

that when the shower begins.  

A f t e r  a shower, t he re fo re ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of wetness may be t h e  r eve r se  Of 

But showers &re of a l l  degree6 of i n t e n s i t y  and dura- 

tion. The very  l i g h t e s t  rains cannot  wet the roadway as f a s t  as evaporat ion disposes16 

Of t he  water, Shor t  showers may con ta in  s o  l i t t l e  water t h a t  they  f a i l  t o  pene t r a t e  

midsummer f o l i a g e ,  

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of dryness  r e s u l t i n g  f rom evapora t ion  from a wet pavement i s  an 

i n t e r e s t i n g  commentary on tho temperature  o f  t h e  su r face .  Where exposed t o  sunshine 

s t r e e t  o r  road become6 h o t t e s t ,  o f  course.  And t h i s  e x t r a  h e a t  does not d isappear  

When a r a in  occur8 i n  t h o  n i g h t ,  tho pavement d r i o s  first where the all at  Oncer 

has shone dur ing  the  preceding af te rnoon,  and the  a f te rnoon shadows of hOU606 

mY be c l e a r l y  marked on t h e  pavement by t h e  wet s p o t s  t h e  morning a f t e r ,  

DPetness i s  sometimes produced simply by dew. Here aga in  the  coo le r  po r t ions  rf 
g. 

the pavement become t h e  Wett06t, and t h e  warmer p a r t s  may even remain dry.  

film of  water  forms n o t  on ly  on a c l e a r  q u i e t  n igh t ,  b u t  a l s o  a f t e r  cool  weather 

Such a 

when a muggy wind b r e a t h e s  upon t h e  c h i l l y  su r face r  I n  summer, however, the con t r a s t6  

of temperature are no t  often g r e a t  enough for t h i s  type of wettingo 
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