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A thunderstorm o r  cwlo-nimbus cloQd has many different  aspects. As a shower 

approaches from the west, at f i r s t  only the top of  the o&Oud, the dense rounded 
white “thunderheads”, appeam above the horizon. As the stmm approaches and the 

‘:loud r i s e s  i n  the western sky, soon shutting off the sunlight,  i f  i t  i s  l a t e  R f t O P -  

.paQn, It looks  darker and darker. The denser and thicker the cloud the l e s s  l igh t  is 
$irst comes the hJgh9 b?Jh- to  penetrate i t ,  and the darker i t s  under surface a p p e ~ r s .  

re la t ively th in  advancing cloud sheet, then, about half way down, usun.lly some inter-  
Eediate,  a l to -s t ra tus  o r  f locculcnt alto-cwrmlus clouds. 

hQa.vy storm Collnr, tho under-side i n  turbulent motion, marking the sqw,ll .  

Much lower s t i l l  i s  the 
I a S t  

the smooth-looking curtnin of  rain.  

If you a re  in the center of the storm i t  often looks d n r h r  e i the r  t o  the north 

Or south than t o  the west, and you think the storm is worse elsewhere, 

because a thunderstorm i s  often roughly lens-shaped, with the long ax is  north and 

RoUth, therefore,  i n  looking in  these direct ions you a r e  peering in to  the length of 

the storm rather  than across it. 

This i s  merely 

After the storm passes and i t  c.lqwe, the dense cloud appeqrs as a b r i l l i a n t l y  

”kite tomering maw in the east .  

b h k  when overhead. i t  r e f l e c t s  most of the sunlight that falls  on i t  and allowe 

l i t t l e  t o  penetrate. 

RPBewa i n  prof i le  often a8 an anvil-&?pad Claud, with a high forerunning top sheet. 

I t  i s  white now, f o r  the same reason that i t  was 

A distmt thunderstorm, especial ly  i f  t o  the north o r  south, 
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