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Perhaps you th ink  the  sun l igh t  t e r r i b l y  h o t  and g l a r ing  on a scorching summer 

day. So it i s ,  b u t  you s t i l l  havo EOmethillg f o r  which t o  bo thankful.  Wore it not  

f o r  our  atmosphere, t h e  sunshine would be half  aga in  as intonso.  

Consider tho man i n  tho  moon, The moon has  no known atmosphere t o  absorb st& 

l i g h t ,  no clouds t o  r e f l e c t  it away. 

nea r ly  15 of  our  days. 

Noroovm, tho time from s u n r i s e  t o  sunse t  is 

Truo, the moon appears b r i g h t  t o  u s ,  but  i f  it were a p e r f e c t  

mirror  i t  would bo 6 times a6 br igh t .  While about a s i x t h  of tho moon’s sun l igh t  is 

r e f l o c t o d  as tlmoonlightfl; t he  r e s t  i s  absorbed and makes the  moonls su r face  OXtreme- 

lY ho t  by day, somothine; l i k e  200 degrees  Fahrenhei t ,  while at n i g h t ,  l ack ing  an 

atmospheric b lanket ,  i t  probably f a l l s  lower than 100 degrees  below Z Q r O  FahrelhxltxB 

The s i t u a t i o n  on the  e a r t h  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r o n t r  Of the  s o l a r  r a d i a t i o n  roaching 

’tho e a r t h  as a whole only  about tWss t e n t h s  g e t s  through t o  and is absorbed by the 

surface of tho  ear th ;  About an oqual amount i s  abserbed d i r e c t l y  by t h e  air, while 

Borne fou r  t e n t h s  of a l l  t h e  sun l igh t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  away, making tho e a r t h  b r i g h t  i n  

the heavens, Tho l toar th  shinefl on tho  moon is s u n l i g h t  t hus  r e f l e c t e d  from tho ear th ,  
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