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D ISTR IBUTI ON OB THUND!<RSTOR!.IS 

Thunderstorms occur i n  every p a r t  of the United S t a t e s ,  though on t h e  iimiediate 

Pac i f ic  c o a s t  they  a r e  r a r e  and seem t o  p r e f e r  the r a i n y  wintor 6easonl 

4'i10f3 back frorn t ho  c o a s t ,  according t o  a map by 2.V. Hc Alesander, the  number of 

thunderstorm days average l e s s  than  5 pe r  year ,  al though the  f i g u r e  reaches' 20 i n  t h e  

:;Ockiosb ~1,~ny of these  westerii tliunderctomns 8x0 q u i t e  d iaappoiu t ing  as crop spriaik- 

'Ora; too o f ton  the rain all evaporates  bsforo roaching the ho t  dus ty  ground, although 

For over 100 

t 

Olouds may tower and l i g h t n i n g  become severe onough t o  S e t  f o r e s t  f i r a s .  

Kaine, Rhode I s l and ,  and e a s t e r n  Idassa@husetts and New Hampshire a l l  average loss 

20 thundorstormrdays p e r  year ,  In land  and t o  the south  the number inc reases ,  

';rider mora favorable  cond i t ions  of  h e a t  and vapor. IJcw York may expect around 30 

with thunder,  Chicago, perhaps 40, ,3t i  Louis  betwoon 50 and 60, and Now Orleans 

Throughout the oast Gulf tJtates and i n  p a r t  of no r the rn  New Moxico thunderstorms 

very f r equen t ,  occur r ing  on over 60 days pe r  year ,  while mos t  of tho west coas t  

O f  t h e  F lor ida  peninsula  averagos 80 t o  90 such dayG, 

''O"eVcr, a6 t hese  southern showers a re  most ly  o f  a t r o p i c a l  cha rac t e r ,  l o c a l ,  o r  hoat ,  

t k x h x t o m i s ,  not EO i n t ense  as t h e .  occasional  tr l i i ioft  thundorstorfiis connected a i t h  

Q1e wind-shift  l ines  of genera l  storms i n  t h o  nor thern  and con t r a1  s t a t e s .  

Them arc some corAi~ciications, 

(All righta reoorvod by Scienco Sorvicc,  Ucb) 
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