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CLOUD WHXRLS, AND CURLS 

Clouds shoot p o i n t s  Upward6 somotimos with su rp r i s ing  r ap id i ty ,  kt sp00ds of 

1,000 f o o t  o r  m o m  a minuto. 

pointed cloud t runks  s t rongly  suggostivc of  invortod tornado tails. 

Thoso may bo ta l l  narrow columns o r  r a t h o r  sharp- 

Tho cloud 

trunk o r  hose usua l ly  doos not go s t r a i g h t  and somotimos bonds back on i t s o l f ,  maku 

ine a form somothing l i k o  a 6mOkC r i n g  blown from a locomotiko. As thoy go t o  

PiCCos they  o f t e n  t a k o  fantastic forms, suggcstivo of hobgoblins, b i r d s  o r  l i z a r d s ,  

f o r  examplet ~ C S O  Upshoots 600m t o  bo the  r o s u l t  of local wh i r l s  dovoloping within 

Cloud whon s t r o n g  upward motion i s  i n  progress, 

Cloud c u r l s  aro common fca tu rcs  of  the  %ops and s i d e s  of cumulus clouds,  

a2-C aimply oddios narkod by cloud ma te r i a l  whcrc tho goncral wind a t r i k c s  tho morc 

Thcy 

Slowly moving r i s i n g  air coming from the ground. Jus t  as i n  water,  where eddies  t a k e  

on r o t a r y  motions more r a p i d  than the  progress  of the water, so i n  the  air  the cloud 

eddies have l o c a l  v e l o c i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  considerable, Beaut i fu l  l a r g e  white c u r l a  may 

be, seen t o  r i s e  from t h e  t o p  of a cumulus cloud, even someranWlab;sw$y,brea,k forward 

and disappear  i n  a b r i e f  i n t e r v a l  of a few minutes. 

Cloud whi r l s  and c u r l s  axe mrrrely v i s i b l e  samples 6f atmospheric turbulence 

that is con t inua l ly  occurring, 
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