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EARLY CUMULI SOON GO

A charactoriétic of a hot sunny spell of woather is oftoﬁ an oarly formatioﬁJOf
cuwrmlus clouds and their quickfdisappearance a fow hours after sunriso, loaving qost
of the day practically cioudloss,‘ At first thought, one would expect such clqmds;
formod as thoy are in asconding hoated air, to be scen in the afternoon rather than
in thé cool of the morning. ' In fact, in-ordinary .weather in cooler niddle lati-
tudes such is the case.

Aftor a bright and hot day, when ovaporation from all.avallable sources has
boan considersble, the lowe§~aifiingludos an sbundance of vapor in an absoluto
Sense, but only a little in*reldtion to what night be prosont at the high terpera-
ture. During the clear night the temporatufo‘falla repidly from its high levols
and by sunrise may hafe’roachoé,or nearly doscandqd'to the tenporature at which
Some of tho vapor rmst condonse, the dewpoint} in other words. Tho drier air at
Doderatec heights is‘hélpful in allowing tho m;rexhumid lowor layor to 1osg'heét »
by radiation. |

At sunrise the surface of tho earth with its complcmont of dow bogins to warn,
and thoe dew to evaporate. The air next the ground is warned roro rapidly than that
a little highcf up, and soon becomes unstable w1th:rospect to the hoavier air.

Small masses of warm air are pushed up, but they are so hunid that but 1ittlo clove~
tion with ité(attpndant cooling by oxpansion~suffices;to produce littloe h@lf—
puffball clouds.

Soon, however, the dew is nostly gone, tho tenperature rapidly rises. Drier air
is now mixing in volumes with the lowor humid layer. And by 9 or 10 a.n, the
convection of heated air oven to greater and groator heights fails to cool the air

to the dowpoint; so the sky clears.
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