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 RAINFALL OVER THE GRm LAKES

The recant low 1evels of water: 1n the Great Ldkes following deficient ralnfall
in that region have occasioned some concern, and the quostion is raisod whether the
Climate is changing and whothor deforestation is rosponsible for the chango. A
timely dlscu851on of the mattor by P L. Day of the U. 5. woaxher Buroau shows that
the last 01ght or nine yearB haVe been tho longest dry period in 50 yoars. From 1917
to 1925 rainfall has ﬁeon helow normal ovor almost the ontire Lake reglon. Ralnfall
V&rias more . w1dely than any other woathor eloment, but always tends to return to tho
n°rmal ‘amount. | | “ B

l It appears that deforostation does not noticoably alter the amount of prec1pita—

tion at any locality, although 1t Ha§ increase tho rate of run-off Marietta, Ohio,
has ralnfall records axtonding back 100 years, to a timo whent the region was heavilJ'
forested. Yet the aVorago precipitation of - the first 50 yoars is less, tnan 1 por cor’!
groater than the akerage -of the last 50. yoars.

Thero is no indication that the recent deficioncy of rainfall 19 llknly to be
Pormanent; but an immédiate rise in lake lavels is hardly posﬁiblo. The lake
lovels always lag behind' the ralnfall, as it takos somo timo for tho run-off to
rGach the lakos. If 1926 is a dry yoar and 1927 has a good ;ainfall thé wator 1ovol
may continue to fall in 1927 unlesa the incroase in, rain is vory maxksd.
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