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Nobody now need doubt tho value of lightnzng rods in affording considerable
Protection against damage by lightning. Prof. J. Wgrrgn Smith, in his instructive
book, "Agricultural Meteorology,"‘prégonts stqtistigsvon lightning damoge to rodded
and unrodded farm buildings in tﬁo contral part of tho United States. Ho shows that
the chance of belng struck by 11ghtn1ng is more than 10 timos gre¢tor for the un~
Protectod building. In some soctions not one of sevoral thousand roddod buildings .
has boon matorially damagod by 1ightning in tho course of sevoral yoars. Whon roddod
buildings did happen to be struck usually only aboux fiva in a 100 burned down.

In cases whore bu;ldings were struck but not burned down the avorage damage was loss
than $10 for the building with rods and néarly $200 for otﬁsr buildings.

Lightning rods help in two ways;,they give off quiét discﬁarges of slactricity
botwaen earth and atmosphere, thus by ionizatioﬁ virtually langthening thomselves,
and furnish casy paths fér the lightning that d§os stfike. '

But lightning rods do not afford abgolute profoction ﬁér can thoy fully protoct
inflammablos, explosives or oloctrical machinory agalnst great damage. The burning
df o1l tanks, the occaszonal dostruction of oqunszvo dynamos, and the discharglng
of explosives takn placo in spite of rods. Tho naVal stores at Lake Donmark .

Noew Jorsey, are said to have been protoctod against lightnlng according to tho bcst
Wethods of modern enginocoring, yet one stroke produced a great catastropho. teking
Ovor a score of lives, injring some 300 people, and caﬁsing damago ostimated in
excess of $70,000,000. ,
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