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LIGHTNIN3 DAMAGE RODS AND . .  
Nobody nom noed doubt tho valw of lightning rods in affording considorablo 

Protection against clawgo by lightning. Prof. J. VIarron Smith, in his instructivo 

book, IIAgricultural Metoorology,Il prosonts statidtics on lightning danctgo to rodded 
and unroddod fun buildings in tho contra1 part of tho United Statas. Ho shows that 

the c h c o  of being struck by lightning is more than 10 tinos gostor for the UZL- 

Protected bullding. 

has boon matorially dwgod by lightning in tho courso of savoral yows. 

buildings did happen to bo struck, usually only about five in a 100 burnod down. 

In casos nhoro buildings were struck but not burnod down the avorag0 d m  was loss 

than $10 for tho building with rods and nearly $200 for othor buildings. 

In some soctions mt one of ssvaral thousand rodded buildings 

Ikon roddod 

Lightning rods holp in two ways, thoy give off quiet dischargos of oloctricity 

bQtv30n oarth and atmosphore, thus by ionization virtutllly longthoning thonsolvos , 
and furnish oasy paths for tho lightning that doos strike. 

But lightning rods do not afford Eibsoluto protoction nor can thoy fully protoct 

inflaminblos, oxplosives, or oloctrical wchinory against great donage. 

df oil tanks, the occasional dostruction of omnsivo dynams,  and tho discharging’ 

of explosives takn placo in spito of rods.‘ Tho napal storos at Lake Donmhlk, 

NOW Jmsoy, aro said to havo boon protoctod against.lightning according t o  tho bcst 

nethods of modorn onginooring, yot on0 stroke produced a groat catastropho, t a n g  

OVor a scoro of lives, injring some 300 people, and causing danago ostimatod in 

Tho burning 

Qxcoss of $70,000,000. . t .  
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