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THE HURRICANE INCUBATOR 

Tropical cyclonos roquiro warmth, rnoietura, calm air, and a twist t o  start 

thorn on thoi r  careor. Land surfacos ara gonorally too  mown and cannot flurnish 

80 much moisture as tho ocean; thoraforo, thoso storms start ovar warn ocoans in  

the doldrume 02 equatorial bol t  of calms batmen tho northeast and southoast trade 

Winds, 

Ordinarily whon convoction occurs i t  talcos plstco irregularly anddm a @mall 

*Calo, S m l l  bodies of heatod muggy air aro pushod upward by surrounding homier  

and cool air masses. But i n  tho warn s u l t r y  doldrums the procoes assumes larger 

Proportions, So wide a, bo l t  of stagnant air bocomos hoated and oxpmdod that it 

cannot bo roadi ly  displacod, o r  diss ipatod by small interchangos. Instoad, a genora1 

starts towards the hoatod aroa f rom all sidos. Tho trade winds on oithor  

8ido of  tho doldrums aro already sornowbt opposing, which favors the dovolopnont Of 

a ah i r l ;  noroovor, tho inf lowing winds cannot nom strai&t toward6 tho cantor 

of tho low bocauso they are doflectsd t o  the right by the earth's rotation. A 

countor- clockxiso s p i r a l  of winds towards tho cantor is then built qp.  

Less than oi&t dogroos from the equator theso t ropica l  cyclones can hardly 

start, bocaurjo thoro is not onough deflectivo offoct  i n  such low latitudes. Tho 

bQst 60ason f o r  o w  hurr icwos  thsn i s  l a t o  sumnor or  fa l l  whon tha do~drum8 arQ 

wall north o f  tho oquator. 
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