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TROPTCAL "ONIONS'

Every fall a number of tropical storms, or hnrricanes, are likely to beset tﬁe
West Indies. and the Gulf States, furnishing plenty of excitement for the Veather
Buresu. On the weather map, one of these alarming storms appears somewhat like an
onion cut crosswise, a neat round 6r sliéhtly oval area of iow preésuro with con- |
centric isobars, or linas Of equal pressure, ¢losoe together. Ityis charactorized by
torrential rains and tremendous winds spiréilihgﬁf.‘counter—clockwiéé toward a calm'
Cleareye! or center.

These tropical storms are not as lafge a8 the usual lows of temperaﬁe Yatitudos,
nor do they travel as fast, although tﬁéy fotate'rapidly; Wh@fe they originate, thév
Zay be only 50 miles in diameter; at most, they may grow till.thoy are 1,000 milos
across, though 500 milos 18 & more common breadth. Two hundrod miles out from tho

‘center, the winds are only moderately'high, poihapstzo to 45 miles por hour, vhilo n
the center the wind may excecod 100 ﬁiIOS per hour, Tho winds are usuaiiy highest
on the right side of the storm becduso thora tho rotational velocity is added to tho
forward motion of the hurricana. ‘
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