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WHEN A HURRICANE PASSES

Along the Gulf Coast, the first sign of an approaching hurricane is thellong
8well coming in from the sea, combined with a stcady rise in water 1e§ol above the
CXpected tide. Sometimes this warning'comos two or threo days before the storm, as
waves may cxtond 800 miles or more from centor. Maanwhile the baromoter may romain
stationary, or evon rise slightly, owing to tho outpouring of air from the storm
and its partial accumilation in what is called a peri-cyclonic ring of nigh pressure.

When the storm is porhaps 200 milcs amay, fine high cirrus clouds radiating from
the centor appear. These clouds extond farther in tho case of our ordinary storms of
temperate lotitudes, for the upper winds herc arc more repid than in the tropics.

At first only a gradusl breeze is folt, thon the baromotor bogins to fall rapidly |
and thoe wind quickens to & gale. The clouds thickcn, rain falls in torrents,
tremendous waves hammer the shora. In the midst of the uproar comes a sudden Iuli
a8 the small "eye! or contral vortex of the storﬁ abproachos. Tho’éky clears tem-
Porarily and the wind ceases, though the waves do nof abate. Sooo tho temﬁest
Starts again, from the opposito directioﬁ,bas'tho oyclone‘pasées off. Ialand,
tropical cyclomes usually soon lose their'biolenco and on moving into highor lati;
tudes asswme most of tho characteristics of our ordinary lows.
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