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"F, WATER BISES 

Today i s  tho anniversary. of tho grontest hurricano disaster  i n  our par t  of tho 

world, that of Galvsston, Scpt. 8, 1900, when about 6,000 people wori? drowned. 

1. M. Clinc, Feather Bureau o f f i c i a l  i n  Ga,lvoston at that timo, has since mado a most 

detailed study of  tho r i s o  of thG sea during hurricanos, ospocially with a view t o  

Dr. 

forecasting mhorc thoy n i l 1  s t r iko  tho Gulf Coast. 

'hen a hurricano ontors tho Gulf of Moxico, tho r i s ing  watar and grcat swells 

are the f i r s t  dangor signala t o  raach shoro. 

dovolopcd, cspecially on tho right side of tho storm, that thoy t rave l  30 t o  45 m i l o s  

an.. hour. 

!avos of such sizc and strGngth aro 

In but 15 t o  20 hours, thon, a f t o r  the s torm has ontorod tho G u l f ,  i t s  

waves may be brcaking on tho Taxas coast ,  800 mi los  away, although tho hurricane . 
i t s e l f  porhaps will not reach that shorb t i l l  two o r  ovon thrso days lator. 

tho sp i r a l ly  inblowing winds of tho storm which start tho maws a t t a i n  t o r r i f i c  

Thou& 

volocit ios,  somotimos ovor 100 miles por hour, tho storm as R wholo doos not progross 

very rapidly, usually only 10 t o  15 mi los  por hour. 

Comparing the riso i n  wator above tho oxpoctod t ide  at various coast staticna 

helps thz forecastor traco the path of tho hurricano. Somotims ths point of groat: 

e s t  r i s e  m i l l  s h i f t  to  right or  l e f t ,  indicating a chango intho course of tho storm, 

Tho highost mater occurs a few mi los  t o  tho r igh t  of tho storm contor, as tho contor 

roaches slioro. In hoavy storms tho mtor may riso 8 o r  10 foet abovo tho normal 

love1 and i n  oxtrem casos 15 f o o t ,  thoroby grost ly  augmenting t h o  a t tack of tho 

WaVcs and drowning tho pooplo remaining Qn tho coastal  lonlmds. 
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