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RAINFALL ADEQUAGY

How imch rainfall is roquired for successful agriculturoc? Of coursc, differont

crops vary in their requirements, and special, "dry farming" mothods will conserve
’soil,moisture and moke a little wator go a long way, so that it is not possible to
name an exact figure. Twenty inches of rainfall a yoar is often judged adequate,
But, besides the actual amount of rain, its distribution through tho year rmst be
considored, Spring rains, such as arc characteristic of the Great Plains, are worth
nore than o wet period in suturm. An excess one month compensatos to a certain
extent for deficiencieé in following months, but highly variable rainfall is gener-
2lly undcsirable. -

Tomperature and wind play a large part in determining how rmuch rain is required,
for high temperatures and strong winds, by hastoning evaporation, will quickly rob
the soil of its moisture. In a recent study of Oklahona rainfall, ¢. J. Bollinger
Wuggesﬁs‘that vhen the mban;ﬁonﬁhly temperature is over 80 degrees, more than four
inches of rain por monfh is noeded. But when the moan temporature is betwoen 50
and 60, sorewhat over 2 inqhes per month will suffice. Even in well watored regions,
not every rionth has adequate rainfall, indeed a section may be considored humid if
five-cights of the frostless months have adequato rainfall., Plawsos whcrq the rain-
fall is adoguato in only throe-cights of these months may be rated semi-arid.

Dr. Koeppen, who has devised tho most thoroﬁghgoing classification of clinates,
uses a forrmla including tomporature aﬁd.soasonal distritution of rainfall to define
vhere scmiarid and desert climatos bogin,
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