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THE ZYE OF A BURRICANE

A1l well defined whirls have a central region of lowest pressure, due fé the
centrifugal action in the rotating fluid. An oddy in water, such as that formed when
water in a full wash basin flows out thfough-a hole in the botton,'is usﬁally rapid
enough to exclude all wate# from the central core. Thirls in the }ighter air, while
not develdping such strong centrifugal force, do effect appreciatle reductions in ¢
Pressupc by this action. In such whirlwinds as tornadoes and waterspouts the pféssuro
is reduced by & quarter or a third, and thore appears to be a central core. In.the
broader tropical cyclone, and occasionally in extra-tropical cyclones over the 6ceans,
the pressure reduction is of the order of a twenticth to a tenth, and a core of light
¥inds or calms five to thirty miles in diameter i# found.

This central caln are@ in a storn is usually marked by clearing skies and higher
temperaturey It is cdlléd?mhe "eye of the storm%i Only the most intense cyclones
have such an eye, 80 the phenomfnon is generally associated with the tropical hurri-
Cane., The few ninutes to an hour or two bf gquiet after the hurricanc is often a life
Saver, The brief rcspite is sometimes sufficient for rescuing the shipwrecked, or,
in the cases of ships in port, to permit steaming to the opposite side of the harbor
in preparation for the hurricane soon to spring up from the opposite direction.

With the approach of the haavykwall of clouds; & highpitched whiﬁing Ay SOno-
times bo hoard. Then & wall of spray high onough to hide a ship approaches: The
hurricane blast and its ballast of exceedingly fine rain now smothers evafything.

The eye has pasgsed.
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