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THE, LINE STORM

:dny storm anywhere this week is likely to be called "The Line .Storm',
for this is the time when the sun crosses the Line. So important an astronomical
ovent as the sun's crossing the equator, o? Line,thereby marking the astronomical
be@inning of anothér goason, has quite naturally been looked upon by marincrs as
having -animmediate meteorological significance &s well. W hen a ship crosses
the Line quite an affair is sometimes made of the events why shouldn!t there be a
much greater disturbance when the sun crosses over?

While it rmust be conceded that a storm cccurring at about this time may
fittingly corry the title "ILine Storm" or "Equinoctial Storm," such a concession
does not carry with it a recognition beyond mere coincidence. This particular
Poriod has a bad reputation for stdrminess. but nobody has yot shown that the
five days or week about the equinox is any more stormy on the average than a
similar interval not long before or after. This is the height of the hurricane
Season, to be sure, and storms not of tropical origin are 5eginning to appear in
Strength.

Erc now several severe storms, any one of which would have made a fine
"Line Storm" have passed without comment in astronomical terms., But now that we
are awake to the imminent crossing of tho sun and are looking for a storm, our

noxt, since we usually find what we seek, will be the "Line Storm."
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