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DUFF_HUMIDITY

All surmer forest fire investigators have boen busy Iinding out how much heat
is necessary to start forest firss in different kinds of material and in differont
Sorts of weather. They have also beon studying in @etail with numerous recording
instruments what the weather is in different forest oxposures and how the moisture
Content of the floor litter varies with the woatherz‘ Some attetapts have also been
Rade to develop further the foreCasting‘qf»fire weathor.

So far, the most sorviceabls instrument for showing firoc hazard has been the
dufy hygrometer. It consists of a piecc of rattan in a tube, so fixed that its
Changes with-moistqre content will indicato on a dial the percentage of moisture
in the forest litter. It is exposed in the top layer of duff, or littoré In the
West in Douglas fir regions the heavy gray moss that grows o%éirEEE;dﬁiiztly on.-§
?alance*to indicate its own changos of weight as 1ts moisture content vérios. pufs
huridities of 25 per cent. or over mean that fires cannot start except under oitra—
Ordinary circunstances. Duff hunidities below-15 per cent. allow some inflammability,
and those below 7, 8, or 9 per cent. pernit conflagrations.

The duff humidities vary closely with the atmospheric humidities, except just
after a rain, when for a period up to four days the duff may réméin saturated: An
interesting feature of dufr'humiditigs is the rather .short poriod cach day that‘they
Temain below the fire danger point. Before 9 gr 10 in the morning and after sunset
there is little fire hazard, and fires already burning becone qpieécent.h
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