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FIRE SEASON STARTING

As the vogetati;c world turns yellow or brown and dries out, tho landscapc be~
Comes subject to'devastating fires once more. Excepting immecdiatcly after a rain,
but 1ittle sunshine is required to dry out the inflammable matcrial on the ground
to a point where a single match, cigarette stub, or locomotive cinder will sct
1t off. And there is abundant material to feed a fire. Grass and leaves lic
lightly on thc ground with plenty of air spacecs to allow burning. The fine weather
°f autumn entices hunters and late tourists into the open, thereby adding to tho
€Ver-present danger from passing trains. Pire waitchmen stay on duty till late in
the fall, not leaving their posts till thc first snows have weighted and wet down
the forest 1litter.

General conditions this fall scem more propitious for saving the castern forests
than they often are, for summer :mnded with tho ground woll supplied with moisture
and with humidities, in consequence, moderatel& highs Unfortunately, however, all
regions and all weeks of autumn cannot remain humid, so fires will surely occur.

With increasing attention being paid to how fires start, to forecasting fire weather,
and to educating the travelling public in fire prevention we should see a measurable
decrease in forest fires.
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