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RAINFAGG OF TRE EAST 

Of the ne11 watered eastern half of tho United StatoS,  Professor ;7.Ii.Davis says: 

"Tho norld hardly contains so large M area a8 th i s  so well adapted t o  civilized 

o ccupct t i on. (1 

The ra infa l l  o f  

originally derived 

the United States east of tho Rockies seems t o  come f r o m m o i s t x z c  

from tho Gulf of  Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean: wd ,  judging frw 

the distribution of ra infa l l ,  the G u l f  of Mexico is  of primary importance. 

the heavily watered nor th  Gulf Coast ,  wsre the rainfall 60 inches a year, the 

m o u n t  decreases inlead, slovly t o  the north, but rapidly t o  the northnest and west. 

East o f  the Appalachians tho moisture from the Atlantic keeps tho country mall Sup- 

Plied, the rainfall being generally 45-50 inches in  the south, and 40-45 i n  the 

north. 

but t o  decrease the rain i n  the inter ior ,  of the mouhtaln region. 

l o c a l  maxima of  over 50 inches on the slopes well eqosed t o  moist winds; but 

From 

The effect  of the Appalachians i s  t o  increase the rainfall on the borders, 

Thus there are 

minima of less than 40 inches i n  the valleys. 

the exposed southern face of the AppUachians where North Carolina, South Carolina 
and Georgia meet; and under 30 inches i n  the enclosod Chmnp&ix valley. 

V i  thout the abundant moisture which me8 
f rom the G u l f  of Mexico, the Great Lakes c o d  Since they are present, they 
exert a local effoct on the cl&to; and increase the rainfal l  by perhaps 5 inches. 
Contrasts between windward wd leeward shore rainfalls are not marked, f o r  the 
light precipitation which occurs frequently ni th  the cool westerly ninds, and the 
hoavy rainfall vhich comes with the, less frequent easterly vinds nearly bil;lanCed 

The extremes are over 80 inches on 

unobstructed a11 the m y  3 F F  ex1 t, 
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